
MANAGEMENT AREA # 7 

0 5 10 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #7: Upper Owens River 

Number Name 

R x 9  Uneven-aged Timber Management 
Rx 10 nigh Level Timber Management 
Rx 11 Range Emphasis 
Rx 12  Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 
Rx 16 Dispersed Recreation 

Total 55.720 

Upper O w e n s  River - 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #7 

Upper Owens  River 



upper Owens River (#7) 

The upper 0." River Managawnt Area is located m a t e l y  abare and to the 
northwest of Lake Crowley. Included are the subdrainages of Deadtinan Creek, 
the upper Owens River, Little Hot CYesk, Dry Creek, and portions of Hot 

Bear Flat, L i t t l e  Antelope Valley and the Deadman/Inyo Cratfxs volcanic 
~ Creek. Praun ' ent features include Lookout Mountain, Deer Mountain, Smokey 

~ fOmlat iOns.  

with the exception of the land imnediately adjacent to the 0den.s River, the 
remainder of the area is National Forest. A s n a l l  fringe of the lnwrprated 
T m  of Mammth Lakes is located in the southern portion of the area. U.S. 
395 traverses in  a northwest/southeast direction and is the major access to 
the area. 

Topography is characterized by numerous s n a l l  drainages w i t h  moderate side 
slopes and f la t  ridgetops. Elevation ranges f r a n  6,960 feet i n  the H o t  Creek 
dramage to 8,796 feet atop Deer Wuntain. The eastem portion contains 
mderately rolllng rangeland mth sage and bitterbrush side slopes and grassy 
valley bottcms. Higher elevat%xs are characterized by the Jeffrey pine 
forest. 

As the primary watexshed for Lake Qowley, the area provides an important 
source for danestic water for the City of Los Argeles. The upper Owens River 
is an important trout fishery. 

~ 

~ ~ 

~ 

The Managawnt Area is w i t h i n  the Lorig Valley Known Geothermal R e s o u r c e  Area 
(KGRA). Seven lessees currently hold geothermal leases on approximately 
38,190 acres of land wittun the Management Area. Eqloration, including 
wells drilled to a depth of mre than 6,000 feet, has been conducted by 
private industry and the scientific c x " i t y .  There is one operating 10 
megawatt powerplant on private land within the Management Area. Carmercial 
developers have applied to I" Cnunty for the rights to build two additional 
power plants on private land. Camnercial developers have applied to the 
Bureau of Land Management to build a single p e r  plant on National Forest 
system land. 

All or part of seven grazmg allobwnts are located m the management area. 
Recreational use is pr-ily of a cbspersed nature. The Inyo Craters, a 
popular day-use site, focuses on the intapretation of geologic history. 

~ D e b ,  Lower Deaclxn, Glass Creek, and Big Springs -unds provide 
wemight c q i n g  facilities. 

~ Timber stands include nearly pure red f i r ;  mixed stands of red fir, white 

~ of Jeffrey pme. Because of logglng activity, numerous single-lane and 
fir, l d g e p l e  and Jeffrey pine; pure stands of lodgepole; and a pure stand 

two-lane dirt and gravel roads bisect the area. L o g g i q  debris and dead and 
dawn & form an jnlprtant source of firewood for the adjacent Town of 

~ Mammth Lakes and numerous other c x " i t i e s  as far south as  Lone Pine, 

- 

~ Califorma. W e  is camtsrcial fuel& l"g . onthearea.  
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Because of its proximity to U.S. 395, a designate3 scenic highway, proximity 
to the Town of Ma"i5-1 Lakes, and visibility fran high elevation points such 
as Mamnoth lvbuntain and Minaret Sumnit, the area requires special attention 
to meet established Visual Quality O b j e d i v e s .  

The area serves as important habitat for mile deer during the spring and fall  
migaticns. A major deer migation corcibr for the Casa Diablo deer herd 
extends fran Managenient Area #12 (Emtm-Casa Diablo) around the south end of 
the G l a s s  bumtains, and follaws the westem slope of the G l a s s  mtains to 
a staghg area m the Upper (xuens River. 

A large pqnilation of sage grouse (an es"ate3 1,000-1,200 birds) uses the 
Caldera area, includjng the eastem half of t h i s  Managesent Area. 

winter ranges are oxcentrated mstly on Bureau of Land Managesent and C i t y  
of LQS Fmgeles lands in the vicinity of Csowley Lake. Sumner habitats for 
this species include the entire basin. There are three lv" slzuttjng 
grounds in this Management Area.  

Fish 

- Manage O'Harrel canyon creek dtrainage to provide for recwery of Lahontan 
cutthroat -trout. 

Geology 

- Cnntinue cooperation and mordination of gsophysical exploration and 
research w i t h  the scientific ccnnnmity. 

- Enoourage cantinued geologic exploration and research relating to 
@-caldera formation, seisnic and volcanic activity and the predicticn 
of future seisnic activity and volcanic eruptions. 

Range 

- ccolsider placement and timing of water availability for deer and other 

- Utilize plant species that also benefit wildlife when revegetating 

- Maintain or develop a vegetative msaic when regenerathg range forage. 

- Encourage water spreading to enhance forage for livestock and sage grouse 

- Develop watering locations away fran riparian areas. 

wildlife when developing water so- for livestock. 

rangeland. 

where feasible. 

Recreation 

-prosram and develop s u p p o r t  facilities such as parking areas and 
trailheads for both mfic  and " a m b i l e  access along U.S. 395 and the 
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Scenic Loop Road when opprhmities and fundiq becane available. OSV 
access to the Inyo Craters w i l l  be permitted to wntinue. 

- Develop a recreation ccmposite plan to inventmy, coordinate, and ~orogram 
the N1 sumner and winter recreation develapnent potential w e s t  of U.S. 
395. Include the area i n  PreSQlipticns #lo, #12 and #16. C n n s h c t  
prcgramred facil i t ies m funds bemne available. 

of the ccIIITp3nity of Manoth. 
- m h i b i t  dispersed camp- w i t h i n  two miles of the private land bmdary 

- Pursue reconstruction of Big Sprirgs &qq"d at  a location mre 
suitable for the purpose. 

fiparian 

- Manage riparian areas to maintain high habitat quality for fish, 
especially i n  threatened and endangered species waters, wild .trout 
waters, and the meadow reaches of the "s. 

Timber 

- Maintain plantation stcdung ' a t  the greatest density acceptable to timber 
manag-t where thexe are cover needs for deer (e.g., around m e a m  and 
along deer nugration routes). 

- Ut i l i ze  existing roads for timber harvest where practical to minimize 
impacts on mldlife. 

Visual Resources 

- Develop corridor viewshed analysis and plans to include U.S. 395. 

- Establish a m s s i n g  point for a major powerline route serving the 
potential geothermal area to the w e s t  of U.S. 395 a t  the least 
visually-sensitive pint. 

- Plan for additimal powerline ccu-~~tn~&on w i t h  the objective of 
Wentually "irg the e x i s t i q  115Kv line along U.S. 395. 

Wildlife 

- Maintain the productivity of meadaws for sage grouse. 

- Allm managwent activities that do rot significantly intexfere with key 
sage grouse habitat. 

- Maintain or enhance the integrity of key winter ranges, h0ldj.r~~ areas, 
migration routes, and fawning areas for mile deer. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 8 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #8: Mammoth Escarpment 

Number Name 

R x l  Designated Wilderness 
R x 4  Mule Deer Habitat Emphasis 
R x 9  Uneven-aged Timber Management 
Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 13 Alpine Ski Area. Existing and Under Study 
Rx 14 Potential Alpine Ski Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 
Rx 16 Dispersed Recreation 
Rx 17 Semi-Primitive Recreation 

Total 38.267 

Monoche Mln 

Mammoth Escarpment - 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #8 

Mammoth Escarpment 
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Mammoth Escarpment (#8) 

Description 

The Manoth Escarpnent Managment Area stretches from San  Joaqun Mxntain on 
the northwest boundary southerly, brdexirg the Ansel Adams Wilderness, to 
M”th Mountarn and along the Manmth ctest to Bloody and Laurel Iubuntains 
on the southeast boundary. A small p r t i o n  of the John Muir Wilderness is 
lncluded a t  the south end of the Management Area. P ‘ t features are San 
Joaquin Mountain, Minarf?t S m t ,  Mamnoth Mountain, Mmn~th Lakes B a s i n ,  
M a n m ~ t h  Rock, the t%“th Cres t ,  and Bloody and Laurel i%untains. Private 
inho~dings include a 1.5-acre tract adjacent to Lake Mary and a 3.75-acre 
parcel adjacent to the Valentine R e s e r v e  and Lake Mary Road. 

Toposraphy rises from gentle slopes a l o q  the lawer reach of Sherwin C%ek to 
very steep, often precipitous terrain a l o q  the I”th Crest. Elevations 
range fm 7,200 feet a t  the eastern t i p  of the area to 12,544 feet at  the 
crest of BloOay Mountain. The lands form a spectacular and impOrtant S d C  
backdrop from U.S. 395, a designated scenic highway. 

Vegetation is characterized by sage/bittakush and “tam mahcgany in the 
southern portion of the escarpnent, and mixed  fir and ldgepole pine stands 
in the north. lvbuntain mahcgany, l&geple, whitebark, and limber pines are 
found at  higher elevations. Riparian areas supprt .stands of aspen, water 
birch, andwillow. 

The Management Area has a few active m h i q  claims. 

Small portrons of three grazing allotments extend into the Manag-t Area. 

Developd recreation is the primary use on the area. This Manag-t Area 
has mre recreation visitors than any ooher in the Forest S e r v i c e .  Mammth 
Mountain Ski Area, the largest facility of its type i n  the United States, is 
located here. There is potential for additional alpine ski opprtmities m 
the area. 

The M“th L a k e s  Basin,  a series of alpine lakes nestled in a bawl-shapd 
area imnediately southwest of the Tawn of Marrmoth L a k e s  is inpxtant for both 
sumner and winter recreation purposes. It is also hipxtant as a watershed 
for dawstic water use in the Town of Marrm3th Lakes. The area includes 
numerous sumner lmws, loages and resorts. 

In addition to alpine skiing, many opprbmities for “ i h c  skiing are 
offered in the Mamnoth Lakes  B a s i n  and in i”KJi3-1 Meadow. Altbugh t r a h  
are set in these areas, they are not formally designated as mrdic ski 
areas. Because this area interfaces with the Tawn of Mammth Lakes,  its 
value for day-use activities and open space adjacent to the c c ” i t y  must 
also be recognized. 

Appmximately 4,000 deer are depndent on this area for migration mutes and 
sumner range. The area is important to the Sherwin mule deer herd as a 
migration route m the fa l l  and w i n t e r ,  w i t h  Solitude Canyon, Mammth Pass 
and Deadman Pass servhg as mjor migration corridors. The area east of 
Sherwin crreek is an i m p r t a n t  stagirg site in the spring as the deer herd 
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awaits the melting of 4 7 0 ~ .  
herd by providing fawruq habitat. 

Special uses in the area include elecbmnic permits for s i tes  on Ma"th and 
L i n c o l n  muntains, organization camps along Sherwin Creek, and m t s  to the 
Mamoth County Water D i s t r i c t  for danestic water and sewer activities m the 
Mamoth Lakes Bas in .  As a part of the p e r m i t  agreement, dams in the Mamoth 
Lakes B a s i n  are maintained by the Ma"* County Water D i s t r i c t .  Water use 
f m  the Lakes B a s m  is conbl led  by a Master operating Agrxment between 
the Forest Service and the Mamnoth county Water D i s t r i c t .  

mnagmEn t Em=a Direction 

Cultural Resources 

Glass cseek contributes to the Casa Diablo deer 

- W i z e  the mterpretation of effects of recent wlcanisn on abrigmal 
life. 

Facilities 

-Conduct a clmnrlative effects study of the Ma"th/June area when a 
developnent propssal i n  this area requires an Envirormaental Impact 
Statement. The Ma"th/June area is defined by U.S. 395 on the east; 
Highway 203 on the south; the John Muir and Ansel ?+dam Wildernesses on 
the west; and the riagelme. of the June Lake ccmiplex on the north. 

Fish __ 

- Manage Glass Creek drainage above the campground to provide for recovery 
of the Lahontan cutthroat trout as approved by the Lahontan Cutthroat 
Rout R e c o v e r y  Plan. 

Geology 

- Bnpixsize glacial and bedrock geology a t  inteqretive sites w i t h i n  the 
Lakes B a s i n .  

Lands - 

- Consider m land exchaqes mv01vi.r~~ Shezwin Meadow until final decisions 
are made on the sk i  area propxed for Sherwin Bawl. 

- Continue elechronic s i te  use on Mannnth and Lincoln muntains consistent 
w i t h  existing developnent plans. 

Mmerals 

- Lirmt access for exploration activities to methods not requirq road 
C0nstxuction. 

R e c r e a t i o n  

- Develop recreation canposite plans to inventory, c~~rd ina te ,  and program 
the f u l l  sumner and winter recreatim developat ptentml in the area 
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inP?32swx 'ption #12 (~akes  B a s i n ) .  &"ct p r o g r a m n e d  facilities as 
funds becane available. 

-identify and prcgcam dispersed trail facilities i n  the areas in 
prescriptions #12, #14 and #17. Include hiking and equestzian t ra i l  
opprtunitxes in a l l  areas and bicycle trails in  the area i n  Prescripticol 
#12. Include 'ties for muntain bike trails w i t h i n  the 
bb-mgment k e a .  Interface trail system w i t h  the cnnmmib. 

- Maintain levels of ressnroirs in Mammth L a k e s  Basin to desirable levels 
entire sumner use for recreation use and sceru 'c enhancement during .the 

SWEK.XI. 

- W i z e  day-use activities w i t h i n  the Marmpth Lakes  B a s i n  by develop- 
needed day-use faci l i t ies  to ccq1-t overnight campgrounds. 

- L i m i t  expansion of resart capacity in the Mammth Lakes B a s i n  to 10 
percent above 1985 levels. 

- Encourage public transprtation in the Mamnoth Lakes  Basin for sumner and 
w i n t e r  day-use. 

Manmth to the Fores t .  
- m i z e  developnent of front -try trails, particularly those linking 

- L i m i t  nordic capacity (Skiers A t  One Time) in Mammth L a k e s  B a s i n  to 
1,203, unless a special study indicates an inneased capacity is socially 
and envimmmtally acceptable. 

lands adjacent to Valent ine  Resatve. 
- Maintain -t us8 p a w  and open space On National.Forest System 

V i s u a l  R e s o u r c e s  

- Develop a corricbr viewshed analysis and plan that includes State Route 
203 and the Lake Mary Road. 

- Develop special mitigation measures alorg State Route 203 fran the "n 
of Mammth L a k e s  to Base Lodge 1 to soften ski area inpacts for the 
sumner-oriented visitor. This locali ty has been develop3 as an 
elongated base area for Ma"* "tab Ski Area and the designated VQOS 
may not have been mt. 

- ccastruct all ski area developnent in areas in Prescriptions #13 and #14 
to meet the Retentim Ve3 as seen fran trails and use areas in Managexat 
Area #lo (wilderness). 

- F"uage and work w i t h  the Town of Marmpth Lakes and Mono County to 
develop a scenic resource element, an anhiteshnal element, guidelines, 
and mitigation measures as a part of any local p1annb-g effort. 
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Water 

- Allow developnent on National Forest System lands in the Mammth/June 
area where adequate water is available after natural resource needs are 
m e t .  Allow for the exploration and developnent of new water sources on 
National Forest System lands for c u " i t y  purp3ses only when such 
opportunities have been e x h a m  on private lands. 

the Water Managesent Plan  for Mammth Lakes Basin. 

- Manage the Glass creek watershed above the Crestviay water supply intake, 
and MarmvJth L a k e s  Basin alxnre the Mammth Lakes Cu"I 'ty water supply 
intake w i t h  all the precautions needed to ensure that water is provided 
a t  a p l i t y  level consistent and carpMtible mth State B a s i n  Plan 
objectives for dcmestic supply. 

- Work w i t h  re-ible agencies to assure ccmpliance w i t h  provisions of 

- Recqnize the value of maintainirg " h i s h e d  streamflows in  managmt 
decisions. 

- Adhere to the Manmth Mountain Ski Area Erosion Prevention Plan. 

- Manage water resnums within Mammth Lakes Basin to provide adequate 
pmtecticn of natural resources, and to seme recreational demand alcolg 
with water supply needs. Satisfy municipal water supply needs after 
natural resources needs are met. 

Wildlife 

- Maintain the integrity of key winter ranges, h0ldh-g areas, migration 
mutes, and fawnkg areas for mule der. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 9 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #9: Mammoth 

Number Name 

Rx 11 Range Emphasis 
Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 

Total 8.414 

Mammoth - 
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Mammoth (#9) 
Description 

The Mamoth Managemnt Area cxmtains private land within the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, National Forest System land, and land owned by the C i t y  of .Los 
Angeles. The M”th/June Lake mrt, Hot Fish Hatch-, Hot mek, 
and Sherwin Creek &“md are irrrpOrtant features in  this Management &ea. 

The area contains the adnunistrative facilities of the Wth Ranger 
D i s t r i c t .  Facilities include a major visitor center and D i s t r i c t  Office 
ccanplex, a warehouse building, a housing area w i t h  six goverrrmentawned 
houses and fifteen trailer pads for private house trailers, a grazing pasture 
and tack facilities. 

Toposraphy is p”ma ‘ tely mderately rolling terrain in the Mammth Creek 
dramage. The western pr t ion  of the area contains red f i r  and Jeffrey pine 
forest, with the eastem portion cxnpised prjmarily of a 
grass/bitterbrush/sage vegetative type. 

R e c e n t  land excharge efforts have consolidated land ownershl ‘p w i t h i n  the Town 
of Mmmth Lakes lea- only t w o  parcels of National Forest System lands 
remaining in the Town. These lands are identified as the S h a d y  R e s t  and 
W c ” k  parcels. Land exchange efforts i n  the past have been oriented 
primarily tmiard consolidation of mership and providing lands for ccmmnmity 
needs such as school and hospital sites, industrial park sites for axmiunity 
and private needs, and land for affordable housing developnent. Because of 
the current growth -1s of the newly inoozporated Town, it is anticipated 
that future land exchanges w i l l  be -sed by the cunnunity to seek to 
prrJm.de “ z t y  facilitxes in  fllpport of the current destination resort 
philosophy. 

Because of the proximity to the Town of Mamnoth Lakes, many National Forest 
land uses are diredly related to the fllFpart of this popular resort 
c c “ i t y .  Uses include the facil i t ies of the Marmath County Water D i s t r i c t ,  
Southern California Fdison major power tran5nission lines, the Mammth/June 
Lake Airport, ccoltinental Telephane CanrmniCatiDn facilities, a camunity 
park, and the Hot Creek Fish Hatchery operated by the State of Califomia. 
In a&tion to the private land, the City of Lof: Angeles also 0w1ls several 
parcels m the eastem portion of the area. 

The area contams portions of two grazing allotments. 

The area is impoaant as a d e  deer migratim route and staging area in the 
fa l l  and spring. 

Recreation use is heavy a t  Sherwin (=reek Caqgmud, Shady R e s t  and Old Shady 
Rest campgrounaS imnediately adjacent to the Tawn of Mammth Lakes, and a t  

Creek and on Forest lands imnediately adjacent to private land in  the 
Town. H o t  Creek Interpretive Site, a popular day-use m a ,  focuses on the 
interpretation of the geolqic resource. 

Earthquake Fault Interprative Site. Heavy disperses use also occurs al0I-g 
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Base Loage I1 and the proposed B a s e  m e  V I I ,  important access points for 
the Mammth Pbuntam Ski Area, are also located w i t h i n  the Managmt Area. 
Because of its proximity to the -sed Sherwin Bowl Ski Area, the westexn 
p h o n  of the unit w i l l  play an impoaant part i n  the developrent of base 
and other canplmtary  facilities i f  Sherwin Bowl is develaped. 

The visual corridors along U.S. 395, a designate3 scenic hghway, and State 
Route 203, the primary entry p m t  for the Town of M a m m t h  Lakes, are 
important viewsheds to the traveling public. 

C u l t u r a l  Resources 

- -tam and enhance cultural resource interpretive sites such as Mannmth 
creek cabm, VIS cabin, Indian Caves. 

Facili'bes 

- A l l o w  developrent of new slu base areas carmensurate w i t h  local 
trarqmrtaticm system plamirg. 

Flsh 

- Maintam productivi.ty of the Hot Creek fishery in S e c t i o n  25, Township 3 
South, Range 28 E a s t .  

- Mamtam resnuces affectkg Hot Creek Fish Hatchery. 

- S t u d y  Laurel Pond for intrcduction of fish in coordination with 
Cali€omia Deparbnmt of Fish and Game. 

- Manage according to H o t  Ckeek Wild Trout Managmt Plan of 1986. 

Geology 

- Continue to c o o p a t e  w i t h  and coordinate geqhysical exploration and 

- Encourage contmued geologic exploration and research relating to 
pxt-caldera formation, seisnic and volcanic activity and the prediction 
of future seisnic activity and volcanic eruptions. 

research with the scientific "unity. 

- Where appropriate enphasize geothermal resoucces a t  mterpmtive sites or 
in guides that cover the area. 

-Exchange Forest Service lands into the private Sector for c c " i t y  
expansion when: 

1. The mst  appropriate use of the National Forest lands over the long 
texm is i n  the private sector; 
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5 - 
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2. State, county, lccal and Forest S e r v i c e  plarmirg precesses identify 
and supprt CcBlVeying ownershl ‘p of the parcel fran National Forest 
System status to the private sector; 

intent of the current approved Camnnu ‘ty General Plan. 

I 

and si 

3. The use intended for the federal land baing excharged meets the E- E 

m% 
si% 

SEi- 
.EF; - 
I _e - 

~ - 
_I 
= - ~ l l o w  110 federa land exchanges north of State Route 203 with the m t h  

Lakes c a ” i t y  durjng this pl- pericd. 

- Present proposed developnents on National Forest System lands to other 
“mwx~ts for their camnent when those ” a t s  have a vested - 
interest in the pnsp3sa. 

-I. 
--I 

U”. -- -Allow developnent 011 Nahonal Forest System land when it is clearly -A 

denmstrated that the infrastnl- of a cannunity can support the 
demands of the proposed developnent and -fits fnm developcent 
outweigh adverse inpacts on the o n ” i t y .  

Recreation 

-Provide trail interface oppr- tuni txs  with the cnnnunity of Mammth 
Lakes. 

- = -~ 
~~ - 
m. 

-Maintain open-space areas adjacent to tha Tam of Mammth Lakes for 
passive recreation use. ESE 

- Prohibit dispersed canping throughout the Management Area. 

- Prohibit developnent of S h a d y  Rest Park beycola existirag perimeter roads, 
- and mrth of the p e r l i n e  rights-of-way. 

- Allow developrent of Mamnduh c2eek Park by the Town of Mammth. 

- Identify and program the expansion potential of the S h a d y  Rest and 
Sherwin creek &“md ocmplexes and develop as funds becane avalable. 

- 
~ - -. - N l y  develop the inl%rpretiw potential of the Hot creek geologic site I 

as funds becane available. 
%?E 
mx. Visual Resources - - Develm a corridor viewshed analvsis and ~lans that include State Route m - - 
~ =~ 
I 203 an; U.S. 395. - &: 

- Mitigate the visual impacts of existing major uses ~II  the area seen frun 
U.S. 395 and State Route 203 east of the Town, as this is the major 
gateway to the Mananoth area. 

~~ 

5 
~ -. - - 
I - -- Water 
-a 
!BE&. 

- Allow developnent on National Forest System lands m the Ma”th/June ~~~ 

area where adquate water 1s available after natural resouTce needs are 
m e t .  Allow for the exploration and developwnt of n e w  water sources on !s%a = - = 

~ - 
-Y 
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National Forest System lands for c u " i t y  pwrpses only when such 
opportunities have been exhausted on private lands. 

- Support state water quality ccoltrol requirements and local ordinances to 
mitigate adverse impacts of urban -f€ onto National Forest System 
lands. 

Wildlife 

~ - ccoltinue to enhance and maintain waterfowl habitat a t  Laurel P d .  

- Maintain the integrity of key win- ramps, holdirg areas, migration 
mutes, and fa- areas for mle deer. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 10 

0 5 10 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #lo: 
Reds Meadow-Fish Creek 

Number Name 

R x l  Designated Wilderness 
R x a  Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 

Total 73,318 

'Included in designated wilderness acreage 
**Included In concentrated recreation area acreage 

Reds Meadow-Fish Creek- 
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MANAGtMENT AHFA # lo  
Keds Meadow-Fish Creek 
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Reds Meadow-Fish Creek (#lo) 
Description 

The R e d s  Meadow-Fish Cceek Management Area includes R e d s  and Agnew Mea-, a 
porhon of the Ansel Adams and John Kuir Wildernesses, and that part of the 
Sierra National Forest in the John Kuir Wilderness administered by the Inyo 
National Forest. Devils Postpile Natmnal bb-nment, ~dministered by the 
National Park Service, is located in the center of the Managment Area. 
prominent features are the Minare ts, a distinctive "needle-like'' formation 
along the fitter Range escarpnent, the R e d s  Meadow Valley, Devils Postpile, 
Minaret Fal ls ,  the high cwnixy in the Wildernesses w i t h  their many major 
peaks and lakes, Fish creek Gorge, and the headwaters of the Middle Fork of 
the San Joaquin River, a Wild and Scenic River candidate. There are no 
private land inholdings in the Management Area. 

Topography is characterized by U-.sha@ valleys, steep to precipitous slopes, 
basaltic outcrops and cinder cones to 13,157 feet a t  the crest of Mt. R i t t e r .  

Vegetation is as varied as the elevat"l chfferences, rang- from mixed 
chaparral/mntane chaparral to pure lodgepole pine and red fir stands, to 
subalpine whitebark and limber pines. 

There are rm grazirg allotmnts within the Managemnt Area. There are two 
outfitter-guide pasture permits. 

Recreation is the prmary resource. me R e d s  Meadow Recreation Area, 
lncludrng the Devils Postpile Natmnal Wnunnmt, is an important developed 
recreation ccmplex for day visitors, overnight campers and fishemen. Agnew 
Meadow and R e d s  Meadow serve as heavily used trailheads into the Ansel Adams 
and John Muir Wildernesses. A Camwcial facility provides a rustic resort 
experience w i t h  lodging and pack services for backwmixy visitors. Day-use 
visitors are required to ride a public transportation s y s t e m  w h i c h  is 
provlded to reduce -traffic congestion during the heavy use pried (July to 
early September). 

mnag€lE?l t Area D i r e c t i o n  

Geology 

- Emphasize glacial, bedrock, and volcanic geology a t  interpretive displays 
and in guides that cwer the area. 

Recreation 

- Develop a recreation -site plan to inventory, ooordinate, and program 
the fu l l  sumner recreatim developrent potential in the area in 
Prescription #12 ( R e d s  Meadow). construCt programned facil i t ies as funds 
beccme available. 

- Esrpana txansprtation systens and access alte.rnatives that de-mphasize 
the private auto. Look a t  shuttles and a wide r q e  of trail 
opprhmiti ies such as walking, horses, and bicycles as a p s i b l e  
replacement to private auto use. 
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-Continue to coordinate w i t h  the National Park Service to share 
admirnstxative and fiscal responsibility for the existng shuttle system. 

- Manage to maintain primiiave recreation experience opprbnities durirg 
wrnter m o n t h s .  

W i l d  and Scenic Rivers 

- Maintarn the existing w i l d  and soenic attributes of the Middle Fork of 
the San  Joaquh mver and a l low I'Q activities that would preclude t h i s  
candidate river fran w i l d  and sceruc designation. 
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