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PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources
A Snapshot

 121 state parks: one within 
25 miles of every resident
 Gold Medal State Park 

System.
 Every dollar spent on state 

parks generates $12 in value 
added income to PA.

 Annual Attendance of over 
38.4 million.

 2.2 million acre state forest 
system
 FSC certified under the 

Forest Stewardship Council 
standards.

 $30-45 million annual 
grant program
 Grants for conservation and 

recreation projects in 
communities.

 Fund partnerships, regional 
initiatives and community 
engagement.

 Our Conservation 
Landscapes & Heritage Areas 
are key partners.



Pennsylvania’s 
Conservation Landscapes



Pennsylvania Wilds 

• One of state’s official 
tourism regions.

• Large rural area/working 
landscape that’s a quarter 
of state’s land area but 
only 4% of the population. 

• Two National Wild & 
Scenic Rivers.

• The largest wild elk herd 
in the Northeast. 

• Some of the darkest skies 
in the country.

• A rich oil and lumber 
heritage.

Fast Facts: 

• Roughly the size of Massachusetts or 
Vermont with as much public land as     
Yellowstone. Public land includes:

• 50 State Game Lands
• 29 State Parks
• 8 State Forests
• Allegheny National Forest

• 50+ stakeholder organizations
• 300+ local governments
• 12 County Intergovernmental Cooperative Agreement
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Cherry Springs State Park, Potter County





“A community’s image is fundamentally important to 
its economic well-being. The Pennsylvania Wilds 
Design Guide will go a long way toward helping the 
region preserve its identity, while also prospering 
economically.”

Ed McMahon, Urban Land Institute 
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Downtown Coudersport, Potter County
Gateway to Dark Skies of Cherry Springs 
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