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Public lands in the United States hold the creation stories, burial grounds, and ceremonies
of Indigenous people who were killed or forcibly removed from their ancestral homes

during territorial acquisition.

Many tribes, comprised of different bands, live in the Eastern Sierra region, caring for their
native lands as they coexist with the ongoing impacts of colonization. Past or present tribes
and bands associated with the region that this effort is aware of include, but are not limited
to, the Miwok, Mono Lake Kutzadika’a, Mono/Monache, Nüümü (Paiute), Newe (Shoshone),

Timbi-Sha, Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute, and Washoe.

Two Nüümü terms describe the region and provide important context to ideas offered in
this presentation. The first is Pamidu Toiyabe (Western Mountains), and the other, more

widely known, place name is Payahuunadü (The Place Where Water Flows).

This acknowledgement is an invitation to all organizations, residents, and visitors to 
recognize the way this history has shaped the present as all parties work together in 

anticipation of a better future.



Sustainable Recreation Partnership

“A public/public partnership between tribal, 
local, state, and federal government agencies 
and a regional voice for sustainable outdoor 

recreation in California.” 

What is the ESSRP



Welcome and Housekeeping

Sierra Jobs First
Recreation and Tourism Industry Sector

• Role of the ESSRP

• Ongoing Information Sharing

• Preparing for the Recreation and 
Tourism Working Group
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“The Garnet fire in Fresno expanded by 20 square miles, crossing Dinkey 
Creek and threatening McKinley Grove. The fire is being driven by extreme 

fuel loading, inaccessible terrain, and long-range spotting. The fire’s intensity 
is attributed to the lack of recent fire history, and heavy drought-induced tree 

mortality, which has left extremely loading of dead and down fuels.”

Welcome and Housekeeping
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ESSRP MOU

• Re-drafted document

• Federal Engagement

ESSRP Governance

• Sierra Jobs First / 7 Counties

• Looking to the future
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Welcome and Housekeeping

U.S. Congressman Kevin Kiley 

• Natalia Vasquez – Regional 
Representative for El Dorado, 
Alpine, Mono, & Inyo County



Welcome and Housekeeping

U.S. Congressman Tom McClintock

• Field Representative that might be 
interested in attending ESSRP 
meetings - ?



Hot Links September 8, 2025
• What is the ESSRP

• Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership (ESSRP)
• Review the critical documents of the Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership
• Origin Story

• Inyo National Forest Land Management Plan
• Eastern Sierra Recreation Collaborative

• Welcome + Housekeeping
• Westside Fires

• Wildfire near Yosemite National Park tears through historic Gold Rush town
• Fast-moving wildfire destroys multiple structures in historic Gold Rush California town

• Garnet Fire
• Garnet Fire - CALFIRE
• Garnet Fire - INCI Web
• Garnet Blows Up, and Making California Forestry More Wildfire Resilient.
• U.S. Forest Service - Sierra National Forest

• Happenings of Interest
• Federal Budget
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Happenings of Interest

Situational Awareness

Happenings of Interest 
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Happenings of Interest

“The bill rejects the steep $1.4 billion cuts to 
the Forest Service’s non-fire budget proposed 

by President Trump.”



Bob Gardner Updates – September 8, 2025
Federal Budget Status – September 30, 2025

• FY 2026 starts Oct. 1, 2025; if none of the 12 FY 2026 appropriations bills have been enacted, Federal 
Government shuts down (except for essential programs).

• Congress usually enacts a Continuing Resolution to avoid shutdowns, sometimes for a few days if 
appropriations bills are close to enactment, but more recently for a few months if there has been little 
progress in resolving bills between the House and Senate versions.

• Final appropriations action has ultimately been achieved using omnibus appropriations bills that 
contain several of the 12 separate bills; likely for FY 2026 similar to FY 2025. 

Federal Land Management Budgets (dollars in millions)

Action:            BLM       NPS     USFS w/o Fire 

FY 2025 Estimate       $1,412      $3,337    $3,736 
FY 2026 Request:       $  936    $2,116    $2,136 
FY 2026 House Bill     $1,302   $3,124    $3,629
FY 2026 Senate Bill    $1,375   $3,270     $3,739 
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Happenings of Interest

“All stakeholders, including USDA employees, members of Congress, 
and agricultural and nutrition partners, are encouraged to provide 

feedback by emailing reorganization@usda.gov. The comment period is 
open through August 26, 2025.”

mailto:reorganization@usda.gov


Happenings of Interest

“The U.S. Forest Service will abandon its nine regional offices 
as its parent Department of Agriculture consolidates out of 

Washington, D.C., according to a memo released Thursday by 
Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins.”



CA JOBS FIRST - TOURISM & OUTDOOR RECREATION COHORT
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Happenings of Interest

“The Trump administration’s challenges in managing the 193-
million-acre forest system with a sharply reduced workforce — 

and a big agency reorganization still to come — are likely topics 
for both the Agriculture and Natural Resources subcommittees.”



Happenings of Interest

“Led by Natural Resources Chair Bruce Westerman (R-Ark.) and 
Rep. Jared Golden (D-Maine), the "SPEED Act" would overhaul 

NEPA by narrowing the scope of federal actions triggering 
environmental review and cutting down on litigation.”



Happenings of Interest

“House Natural Resources Chair Bruce Westerman laid out his 
early targets for reworking the Great American Outdoors Act at a 

field hearing in Grand Teton National Park. Westerman has 
repeatedly said reform would be necessary to make a dent in the 
National Park Service’s swollen deferred maintenance backlog.”
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Bob Gardner Updates – September 8, 2025

Roadless Rule

• The Forest Service Roadless Rule, initially established in 2001, prohibited road 
construction, reconstruction, and timber harvesting on nearly 60 million acres of 
inventoried roadless areas within National Forests to protect wild landscapes.

• Rescinding the 2001 Roadless Rule is intended to return decision making for road 
construction, road reconstruction, and timber harvesting in inventoried roadless 
areas to local officials, in conjunction with Forest-level land management planning.

• In August 2025, the USDA Forest Service announced plans to rescind the rule, 
intending to allow local officials more flexibility in managing these areas and return 
control to state and forest-level planning.

• The proposed rule, accompanied by a draft EIS, is expected by March 2026, along 
with a request for additional public comment. The final rule, EIS, and record of 
decision are expected to be released in late 2026.

https://www.google.com/search?q=USDA+Forest+Service&sca_esv=a4da7433f12de6e9&authuser=0&sxsrf=AE3TifPVWS1M6Dlk3X06fQX0haw796iATA%3A1757299761330&source=hp&ei=MUS-aLHmEYj30PEPrrDi0A0&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaL5SQfIlMtFGOq_J1ePz2AU7vAobdp4w&oq=Roadless+Rule+&gs_lp=_CBwcwLjkuNi4xyAc1&sclient=gws-wiz&mstk=AUtExfBM6TFvGZJxuEq1tc79S--Ka7I-MQMCoW0i7x-kv506HvEXpFCk9rdoAOQJJwd1xU81CxMY2p6tv4f0gUgPPLpJ2jS5v4ecpGxYd8l5V5rH21K0knCoTIwgSqEdvt0CN_wImuc4v-eK7kdHu42huHt6CeBjOjR823sUW-FlaAzO_TY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjjp9Dnk8iPAxWtJjQIHfYkNKoQgK4QegQIARAE
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Bob Gardner Updates – September 8, 2025

Climate Change

• Climate Health Emergency Act of 2025 (H.R. 4493): Introduced in the House in 
July 2025, it is a legislative proposal to address climate change.

• Polluters Pay Climate Fund Act of 2025 (S. 25): This Senate bill proposes 
taxing major polluters to fund climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts, 
with a specific focus on benefiting environmental justice communities.

• Climate Change Financial Risk Act of 2025 (H.R. 2823): Introduced in April 
2025, this bill requires the Federal Reserve to assess the financial risks 
associated with climate change.

• H.Res. 568: A house resolution introduced in July 2025, which recognizes 
climate change as a significant threat to public health and calls for coordinated 
efforts to address its impacts.

https://www.google.com/search?q=Climate+Health+Emergency+Act+of+2025&sca_esv=a4da7433f12de6e9&authuser=0&sxsrf=AE3TifN4iarw_FFU75UOdDpDVEZk52HMOg%3A1757299776413&ei=QES-aKngGNm20PEPxdjx2Qk&ved=2ahUKEwjLw5OslciPAxUcx-YEHblABZgQgK4QegQIAxAB&uact=5&oq=Climate+Change+Congressional+Action+2025&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKENsaW1hdGUgQ2hhbmdlIENvbmdyZXNzaW9uYWwgQWN0aW9uIDIwMjUyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUimqAFQowpYtaMBcAJ4AZABApgB9QGgAdM3qgEHMTUuNDYuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCLKAC__R80NQTOIBgGQBgi6BgYIARABGBSSBwY2LjM3LjGgB8TqA7IHBjQuMzcuMbgH6ibCBwgwLjguMjcuOcgH9gE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7jxaqflYEMVMdq4hVp1kUAWTo-l62P07DCwMnSdjjfQu0TccsmhFICKnTcJqqodastGjkhtZk-lKY_shP2ew_TuhIJ0B1DKuy5xtsodnhwlDnH8fUAuROeBphFE53ZLen0lXrsCHv8QTF4oHqtW3_Ruwm_Wlrx8tAK96o5PuaQKAeCCaYKEnn2qFEXsCxcOT7lAvWuDAn8q3aDSEeBJr4THTnr5LxNj9LahI08ndvudYxo05hpevfltzrnhIbkiaVeWp5DRoITWpUsre3Uv2t&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Climate+Health+Emergency+Act+of+2025&sca_esv=a4da7433f12de6e9&authuser=0&sxsrf=AE3TifN4iarw_FFU75UOdDpDVEZk52HMOg%3A1757299776413&ei=QES-aKngGNm20PEPxdjx2Qk&ved=2ahUKEwjLw5OslciPAxUcx-YEHblABZgQgK4QegQIAxAB&uact=5&oq=Climate+Change+Congressional+Action+2025&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKENsaW1hdGUgQ2hhbmdlIENvbmdyZXNzaW9uYWwgQWN0aW9uIDIwMjUyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUimqAFQowpYtaMBcAJ4AZABApgB9QGgAdM3qgEHMTUuNDYuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCLKAC__R80NQTOIBgGQBgi6BgYIARABGBSSBwY2LjM3LjGgB8TqA7IHBjQuMzcuMbgH6ibCBwgwLjguMjcuOcgH9gE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7jxaqflYEMVMdq4hVp1kUAWTo-l62P07DCwMnSdjjfQu0TccsmhFICKnTcJqqodastGjkhtZk-lKY_shP2ew_TuhIJ0B1DKuy5xtsodnhwlDnH8fUAuROeBphFE53ZLen0lXrsCHv8QTF4oHqtW3_Ruwm_Wlrx8tAK96o5PuaQKAeCCaYKEnn2qFEXsCxcOT7lAvWuDAn8q3aDSEeBJr4THTnr5LxNj9LahI08ndvudYxo05hpevfltzrnhIbkiaVeWp5DRoITWpUsre3Uv2t&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Polluters+Pay+Climate+Fund+Act+of+2025&sca_esv=a4da7433f12de6e9&authuser=0&sxsrf=AE3TifN4iarw_FFU75UOdDpDVEZk52HMOg%3A1757299776413&ei=QES-aKngGNm20PEPxdjx2Qk&ved=2ahUKEwjLw5OslciPAxUcx-YEHblABZgQgK4QegQIAxAE&uact=5&oq=Climate+Change+Congressional+Action+2025&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKENsaW1hdGUgQ2hhbmdlIENvbmdyZXNzaW9uYWwgQWN0aW9uIDIwMjUyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUimqAFQowpYtaMBcAJ4AZABApgB9QGgAdM3qgEHMTUuNDYuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCLKAC__R80NQTOIBgGQBgi6BgYIARABGBSSBwY2LjM3LjGgB8TqA7IHBjQuMzcuMbgH6ibCBwgwLjguMjcuOcgH9gE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7jxaqflYEMVMdq4hVp1kUAWTo-l62P07DCwMnSdjjfQu0TccsmhFICKnTcJqqodastGjkhtZk-lKY_shP2ew_TuhIJ0B1DKuy5xtsodnhwlDnH8fUAuROeBphFE53ZLen0lXrsCHv8QTF4oHqtW3_Ruwm_Wlrx8tAK96o5PuaQKAeCCaYKEnn2qFEXsCxcOT7lAvWuDAn8q3aDSEeBJr4THTnr5LxNj9LahI08ndvudYxo05hpevfltzrnhIbkiaVeWp5DRoITWpUsre3Uv2t&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Polluters+Pay+Climate+Fund+Act+of+2025&sca_esv=a4da7433f12de6e9&authuser=0&sxsrf=AE3TifN4iarw_FFU75UOdDpDVEZk52HMOg%3A1757299776413&ei=QES-aKngGNm20PEPxdjx2Qk&ved=2ahUKEwjLw5OslciPAxUcx-YEHblABZgQgK4QegQIAxAE&uact=5&oq=Climate+Change+Congressional+Action+2025&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKENsaW1hdGUgQ2hhbmdlIENvbmdyZXNzaW9uYWwgQWN0aW9uIDIwMjUyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUimqAFQowpYtaMBcAJ4AZABApgB9QGgAdM3qgEHMTUuNDYuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCLKAC__R80NQTOIBgGQBgi6BgYIARABGBSSBwY2LjM3LjGgB8TqA7IHBjQuMzcuMbgH6ibCBwgwLjguMjcuOcgH9gE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7jxaqflYEMVMdq4hVp1kUAWTo-l62P07DCwMnSdjjfQu0TccsmhFICKnTcJqqodastGjkhtZk-lKY_shP2ew_TuhIJ0B1DKuy5xtsodnhwlDnH8fUAuROeBphFE53ZLen0lXrsCHv8QTF4oHqtW3_Ruwm_Wlrx8tAK96o5PuaQKAeCCaYKEnn2qFEXsCxcOT7lAvWuDAn8q3aDSEeBJr4THTnr5LxNj9LahI08ndvudYxo05hpevfltzrnhIbkiaVeWp5DRoITWpUsre3Uv2t&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Climate+Change+Financial+Risk+Act+of+2025&sca_esv=a4da7433f12de6e9&authuser=0&sxsrf=AE3TifN4iarw_FFU75UOdDpDVEZk52HMOg%3A1757299776413&ei=QES-aKngGNm20PEPxdjx2Qk&ved=2ahUKEwjLw5OslciPAxUcx-YEHblABZgQgK4QegQIAxAH&uact=5&oq=Climate+Change+Congressional+Action+2025&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKENsaW1hdGUgQ2hhbmdlIENvbmdyZXNzaW9uYWwgQWN0aW9uIDIwMjUyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUimqAFQowpYtaMBcAJ4AZABApgB9QGgAdM3qgEHMTUuNDYuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCLKAC__R80NQTOIBgGQBgi6BgYIARABGBSSBwY2LjM3LjGgB8TqA7IHBjQuMzcuMbgH6ibCBwgwLjguMjcuOcgH9gE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7jxaqflYEMVMdq4hVp1kUAWTo-l62P07DCwMnSdjjfQu0TccsmhFICKnTcJqqodastGjkhtZk-lKY_shP2ew_TuhIJ0B1DKuy5xtsodnhwlDnH8fUAuROeBphFE53ZLen0lXrsCHv8QTF4oHqtW3_Ruwm_Wlrx8tAK96o5PuaQKAeCCaYKEnn2qFEXsCxcOT7lAvWuDAn8q3aDSEeBJr4THTnr5LxNj9LahI08ndvudYxo05hpevfltzrnhIbkiaVeWp5DRoITWpUsre3Uv2t&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Climate+Change+Financial+Risk+Act+of+2025&sca_esv=a4da7433f12de6e9&authuser=0&sxsrf=AE3TifN4iarw_FFU75UOdDpDVEZk52HMOg%3A1757299776413&ei=QES-aKngGNm20PEPxdjx2Qk&ved=2ahUKEwjLw5OslciPAxUcx-YEHblABZgQgK4QegQIAxAH&uact=5&oq=Climate+Change+Congressional+Action+2025&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKENsaW1hdGUgQ2hhbmdlIENvbmdyZXNzaW9uYWwgQWN0aW9uIDIwMjUyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUimqAFQowpYtaMBcAJ4AZABApgB9QGgAdM3qgEHMTUuNDYuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCLKAC__R80NQTOIBgGQBgi6BgYIARABGBSSBwY2LjM3LjGgB8TqA7IHBjQuMzcuMbgH6ibCBwgwLjguMjcuOcgH9gE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7jxaqflYEMVMdq4hVp1kUAWTo-l62P07DCwMnSdjjfQu0TccsmhFICKnTcJqqodastGjkhtZk-lKY_shP2ew_TuhIJ0B1DKuy5xtsodnhwlDnH8fUAuROeBphFE53ZLen0lXrsCHv8QTF4oHqtW3_Ruwm_Wlrx8tAK96o5PuaQKAeCCaYKEnn2qFEXsCxcOT7lAvWuDAn8q3aDSEeBJr4THTnr5LxNj9LahI08ndvudYxo05hpevfltzrnhIbkiaVeWp5DRoITWpUsre3Uv2t&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Federal+Reserve&sca_esv=a4da7433f12de6e9&authuser=0&sxsrf=AE3TifN4iarw_FFU75UOdDpDVEZk52HMOg%3A1757299776413&ei=QES-aKngGNm20PEPxdjx2Qk&ved=2ahUKEwjLw5OslciPAxUcx-YEHblABZgQgK4QegQIAxAI&uact=5&oq=Climate+Change+Congressional+Action+2025&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKENsaW1hdGUgQ2hhbmdlIENvbmdyZXNzaW9uYWwgQWN0aW9uIDIwMjUyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUimqAFQowpYtaMBcAJ4AZABApgB9QGgAdM3qgEHMTUuNDYuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCLKAC__R80NQTOIBgGQBgi6BgYIARABGBSSBwY2LjM3LjGgB8TqA7IHBjQuMzcuMbgH6ibCBwgwLjguMjcuOcgH9gE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7jxaqflYEMVMdq4hVp1kUAWTo-l62P07DCwMnSdjjfQu0TccsmhFICKnTcJqqodastGjkhtZk-lKY_shP2ew_TuhIJ0B1DKuy5xtsodnhwlDnH8fUAuROeBphFE53ZLen0lXrsCHv8QTF4oHqtW3_Ruwm_Wlrx8tAK96o5PuaQKAeCCaYKEnn2qFEXsCxcOT7lAvWuDAn8q3aDSEeBJr4THTnr5LxNj9LahI08ndvudYxo05hpevfltzrnhIbkiaVeWp5DRoITWpUsre3Uv2t&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=H.Res.+568&sca_esv=a4da7433f12de6e9&authuser=0&sxsrf=AE3TifN4iarw_FFU75UOdDpDVEZk52HMOg%3A1757299776413&ei=QES-aKngGNm20PEPxdjx2Qk&ved=2ahUKEwjLw5OslciPAxUcx-YEHblABZgQgK4QegQIAxAL&uact=5&oq=Climate+Change+Congressional+Action+2025&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKENsaW1hdGUgQ2hhbmdlIENvbmdyZXNzaW9uYWwgQWN0aW9uIDIwMjUyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUimqAFQowpYtaMBcAJ4AZABApgB9QGgAdM3qgEHMTUuNDYuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCLKAC__R80NQTOIBgGQBgi6BgYIARABGBSSBwY2LjM3LjGgB8TqA7IHBjQuMzcuMbgH6ibCBwgwLjguMjcuOcgH9gE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7jxaqflYEMVMdq4hVp1kUAWTo-l62P07DCwMnSdjjfQu0TccsmhFICKnTcJqqodastGjkhtZk-lKY_shP2ew_TuhIJ0B1DKuy5xtsodnhwlDnH8fUAuROeBphFE53ZLen0lXrsCHv8QTF4oHqtW3_Ruwm_Wlrx8tAK96o5PuaQKAeCCaYKEnn2qFEXsCxcOT7lAvWuDAn8q3aDSEeBJr4THTnr5LxNj9LahI08ndvudYxo05hpevfltzrnhIbkiaVeWp5DRoITWpUsre3Uv2t&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=H.Res.+568&sca_esv=a4da7433f12de6e9&authuser=0&sxsrf=AE3TifN4iarw_FFU75UOdDpDVEZk52HMOg%3A1757299776413&ei=QES-aKngGNm20PEPxdjx2Qk&ved=2ahUKEwjLw5OslciPAxUcx-YEHblABZgQgK4QegQIAxAL&uact=5&oq=Climate+Change+Congressional+Action+2025&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKENsaW1hdGUgQ2hhbmdlIENvbmdyZXNzaW9uYWwgQWN0aW9uIDIwMjUyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUimqAFQowpYtaMBcAJ4AZABApgB9QGgAdM3qgEHMTUuNDYuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCLKAC__R80NQTOIBgGQBgi6BgYIARABGBSSBwY2LjM3LjGgB8TqA7IHBjQuMzcuMbgH6ibCBwgwLjguMjcuOcgH9gE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7jxaqflYEMVMdq4hVp1kUAWTo-l62P07DCwMnSdjjfQu0TccsmhFICKnTcJqqodastGjkhtZk-lKY_shP2ew_TuhIJ0B1DKuy5xtsodnhwlDnH8fUAuROeBphFE53ZLen0lXrsCHv8QTF4oHqtW3_Ruwm_Wlrx8tAK96o5PuaQKAeCCaYKEnn2qFEXsCxcOT7lAvWuDAn8q3aDSEeBJr4THTnr5LxNj9LahI08ndvudYxo05hpevfltzrnhIbkiaVeWp5DRoITWpUsre3Uv2t&csui=3
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Bob Gardner Updates – September 8, 2025

Tourism

• Native American Tourism and Improving Visitor Experience Act (H.R. 4276): 
Introduced in July 2025, this bill seeks to authorize grants for Indian tribes and 
Native Hawaiian organizations to improve their tourism infrastructure and visitor 
experiences. 
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Happenings of Interest

“It can be difficult to carve out a niche amid Southern 
California’s diverse landscapes and tourism opportunities. 
On any given weekend, visitors and locals alike can take 
their pick of coastal communities, mountain towns and 
desert outposts, all of which offer endless choices for 

outdoor recreation.” 
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Happenings of Interest

“More than a quarter of firefighting positions at the United States 
Forest Service (USFS) remain vacant, according to internal data 

reviewed by the Guardian, creating staffing shortages as extreme 
conditions fuel dozens of blazes across the US.
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Bob Gardner Updates – September 8, 2025

Federal Wildfire Management

• Proposed President’s Budget consolidation of wildfire agencies into Dept. of 
Interior not included in either House or Senate Appropriations Bills.

• U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) to conduct a study regarding the 
proposed creation of a consolidated Fire Service within DOI to assess:  Reaching 
proposed timber targets 
• Continued cohesion between wildland fire management and the hazardous 

fuels reduction program 
• Continued use of the available red card-certified workforce 
• How this new consolidated Service differs from the role the National 

Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) already plays to coordinate fire response 
• Evaluate the extent to which states, localities, and Tribes were consulted 

regarding plans for the creation of this new Fire Service and consider what 
impact this transfer may have on these critical stakeholders.   



Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Project Updates

• 34 contracts executed and underway

• Project descriptions available on 
SierraJobsFirst.org

• Coming soon: individual project 
pages



California Jobs First: Implementation Awards Announced



California Jobs First: Implementation Round 2 Funding

• RFP and Errata posted on 
business.ca.gov

• Same requirements/eligibility

• Expedited timeline

• Notice of Intent: November 5, 2025

• Pre Application: December 3, 2025

• Office Hours for Q&A 
• September 9, 2025 at 2 pm
• September 25, 2025 at 1 pm

https://business.ca.gov/about/publications/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_X2tg9tbBTJi4paQoNr6cxQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_X2tg9tbBTJi4paQoNr6cxQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ccJ0_tbLTSaNow56nAuiLw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ccJ0_tbLTSaNow56nAuiLw


California Jobs First: Strategic Sectors



California Jobs First: Project Financing Webinars

Webinar Dates:
• Sep 11, 2025
• Oct 9, 2025
• Nov 3, 2025
• Dec 11, 2025
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Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Project Updates

Tuesday Sept. 9 @ 08:00 AM



Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Project Updates

Tuesday Sept. 9 @ 1:00 PM



Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Project Updates



“I can set up an in person meeting with Ben Rupert … he lives is New Mexico 
but he’s often on travel for his indigenous tourism work throughout CA and 
NV. He’s extremely passionate, knowledgeable, and a good person who is 

well-versed in working with Tribes, federal & local governmental agencies, and 
other NGO entities in the planning and execution among all of these key 

groups.” - Travis Nabahe Tribal Coordinator, SBC 

Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Project Updates
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Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Project Updates

“Sierra Jobs First and the Sierra Business Council’s role as 
the convener and fiscal agent ends in September 2026. 

Today we want to start working on a transition plan.”
- Governing Council Meeting June 27 in Sonora



Sierra Jobs First: Funding and Technical Assistance



Sierra Jobs First - Andie Stewart, Technical Assistance Update

Updates

• Funding observations

• Policy Updates

• Opportunities to shape policy: 

• Sept. 10th, 9am-1pm

• All Industry Working Group

• RSVP: www.sierraworks.org 

http://www.sierraworks.org/


“Cohort of Practice”

California Jobs First: Recreation and Tourism Statewide Cohort



CA JOBS FIRST - TOURISM & OUTDOOR RECREATION COHORT

AGENDA  09/05/2025

• Welcome/Check-in

• Field Notes

• Presentations - 
Session Three

■ Inland SoCal 

■ HipCamp

• “Rays of Sunshine”

• Adjourn 



CA JOBS FIRST - TOURISM & OUTDOOR RECREATION COHORT

II. Regional Presentations

• Inland SoCal
■ Billy Morrow - Program Specialist II - 

Conservation, Coachella Valley Association 
of Governments

• HipCamp
■ Michal Rosenoer - Head of Government and 

Community Relations

Source: CA Jobs First
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II. Regional Presentations

• Inland SoCal
■ Billy Morrow - Program Specialist II - 

Conservation, Coachella Valley Association 
of Governments

• HipCamp
■ Michal Rosenoer - Head of Government and 

Community Relations

Source: CA Jobs First



CA JOBS FIRST - TOURISM & OUTDOOR RECREATION COHORT

IV. Rays of Sunshine 

California Outdoor Recreation Partnership
BaseCamp - October 22-24, Carmel Valley

California FORWARD Economic Summit  
October 21-23, Stockton



California Jobs First: Recreation and Tourism Statewide Cohort
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CA JOBS FIRST - TOURISM & OUTDOOR RECREATION COHORT

NEXT MEETING
       October 3, 1:30 PM 

Source: Visit California



Sierra Jobs First: “Catalyst Projects” - Recreation & Tourism

Projects
• Contracted Catalyst Projects

• Contracted via “Other” sectors 

• “Walk-On” Projects

• Projects that did not apply 
for Catalyst funding, but 
qualify for Technical 
Assistance
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Sierra Jobs First: “Catalyst Projects” - Recreation & Tourism

Projects
• Contracted Catalyst Projects

• Contracted via “Other” sectors 

• “Walk-On” Projects

• Projects that did not apply
for Catalyst funding, but 
qualify for Technical 
Assistance



1 Alpine County Tri-County Recreation Economic Impact Study
2 Amador Trails Stewardship Pathways to Prosperity: A Regional Multimodal Recreation Initiative
3 Eastern Sierra Artists Sierra Regional Arts Organization Collaborative Network
4 ESCOG Chipmunk Canyon Existing Conditions Analysis
5 MLTPA Eastern Sierra Regional Campground Improvements & Jobs Creation
6 MLTPA Eastern Sierra Regional Education & Recreation Jobs Creation
7 MLTPA Eastern Sierra Regional Trail System & Jobs Creation
8 Motherlode Bicycle Coalition Sustainable Mobility Partnership Program
9 Sierra Focus Media Sierra Sourced
10 Sierra Nevada Alliance The Collaborative Sustainable Recreation Assessment
11 Tuolumne County Arts Alliance Creative Reuse of Creative Arts Center Tuolumne County
12 Tuolumne County CDD Jamestown Specific Plan and Toolkit for Town Center Revitalization

Sierra Jobs First: “Catalyst Projects” - Recreation & Tourism



1 ESCOG Business Catalyst Program
2 ESCOG Eastern Sierra Regional Collaborative (ESRC) Capacity Incubator
3 Eastern Sierra Foundation Investing in our Shared Future

1 Bishop Area Climber's Coalition Bishop Climbing Ranger Program
2 Bishop Area Climber's Coalition Pine Creek Vault Toilet
3 Bishop Area Climber's Coalition Buttermilks Recreation Plan
4 Motherlode Bicycle Coalition Run/Bike/Hike Day
5 Motherlode Bicycle Coalition A Cyclist Guide to Bike Central Sierra

Catalyst Awarded "Other" Sector Projects

Sierra Jobs First: “Other" and “Walk-On” Projects

Catalyst ”Walk-On” Projects



Sierra Jobs First: “Catalyst Projects” - Recreation & Tourism









Recreation and Tourism Working Group

• October 20, 2025
• November 17, 2025
• January 19, 2026
• February 16, 2025
• March 16, 2025
• April 20, 2026
• May 18, 2026
• June 15, 2026
• July 20, 2026
• August 17, 2026

Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Project Updates



Recreation and Tourism Working Group

• October 20, 2025
• November 17, 2025
• January 19, 2026
• February 16, 2025
• March 16, 2025
• April 20, 2026
• May 18, 2026
• June 15, 2026
• July 20, 2026
• August 17, 2026

Sierra Jobs First: Catalyst Project Updates

Where will we be on 
October 1, 2026?



California Wildfire and Recreation
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California Wildfire and Recreation

?



California Wildfire and Recreation
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MLTPA Sustainable Recreation Projects

“If this modification is not approved, the six campgrounds will continue to 
degrade, deferred maintenance costs will continue to accumulate, and the 
public will be unable to fully access and enjoy their public lands due to the 

physical limitations of the campgrounds. In addition, $2,000,000-$4,000,000 in 
new local economic activity will be forgone annually if the campgrounds are 

not upgraded and do not meet the needs of current visitors. ”



MLTPA Sustainable Recreation Projects

August 15, 2025: Grant Deadline for NFF Grant 
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MLTPA Sustainable Recreation Projects

“Hi John, current status is that the request to 
approve the agreement modification is at the 
departmental level. Not really sure who that 

would be…”



MLTPA Sustainable Recreation Projects
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MLTPA Sustainable Recreation Projects

• Amador County
• Butte County
• Calaveras County
• City of Bishop
• City of Truckee
• CSAC
• Humboldt County
• Madera County
• Marin County
• Mariposa County
• Motherlode Job 

Training Center
• Nevada County
• Placer County
• Plumas County
• RCRC
• Sierra County
• Tuolumne County



MLTPA Sustainable Recreation Projects



Regional Recreation Projects



Partner Updates – In REVERSE Alphabetical Order 

 Town of Mammoth Lakes
 National Park Service
 Mono County
 Inyo National Forest, USFS
 Inyo County
 HT National Forest, USFS
 ESCOG
 City of Bishop
 CALTRANS
 BLM
 Alpine County



Thank You - ! 
Next Regular ESSRP Partner Meeting

Monday, October 6, 2025  @ 3:30

Next Meeting - First Monday of the Month @ 3:30


