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What is the ESSRP

Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership (ESSRP)

Review the critical documents of the Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership

Origin Story

Inyo National Forest Land Management Plan

Eastern Sierra Recreation Collaborative

Welcome + Housekeeping

Housekeeping

SCALE Grant Application on behalf of ESSRP Awarded

Welcome

Jonathan Changus, Director of External Affairs, Visit California

Regional Strategic Tourism Plans

Headlines of Interest

Here’s how California’s snowpack is shaping up so far

Sierra snowpack sees promising start but California’s water fortunes have ‘a long way until April’

Map shows surprising place that gets the most snow in California

California typically sees its wettest weather now. Are storms on the horizon?

One Ski Resort’s Long-Shot Bet to Survive Low Snowfall and Devastating Wildfires

The feds closed Mt. Baldy to hiking until December 2025. Rebellion is brewing

Powder Player: How Reed Hastings Is Disrupting the Ski Industry

Tahoe is a mess, so I found a California ski area that actually works

Ski patrol strike disrupting holiday week at Park City may set tone for union talks ahead in Colorado

Social Responsibility Forward Stance
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https://www.essrp.org/
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https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/inyo/landmanagement/planning
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https://sierrainstitute.us/
http://jchangus@visitcalifornia.com/
https://industry.visitcalifornia.com/partner-opportunities/programs/regional-planning
https://link.sfchronicle.com/view/5ff3ebae7859f6480a0866c8mnr43.4hw3/47883d6d
https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/article297884208.html#campaignName=sacramento_breaking_newsletter
https://www.sfchronicle.com/weather/article/california-snowiest-place-19998109.php?utm_content=hed&sid=5ff3ebae7859f6480a0866c8&ss=A&st_rid=4925594e-4926-4b10-90b9-fcb6d68fb372&utm_source=marketing&utm_medium=copy-url-link&utm_term=headlines&utm_campaign=article-share&hash=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2ZjaHJvbmljbGUuY29tL3dlYXRoZXIvYXJ0aWNsZS9jYWxpZm9ybmlhLXNub3dpZXN0LXBsYWNlLTE5OTk4MTA5LnBocA%3D%3D&time=MTczNTc1ODEwMjg5NA%3D%3D&rid=NDkyNTU5NGUtNDkyNi00YjEwLTkwYjktZmNiNmQ2OGZiMzcy&sharecount=MA%3D%3D
https://www.sfchronicle.com/weather-forecast/article/january-rain-temperature-california-20007538.php?utm_content=hed&sid=5ff3ebae7859f6480a0866c8&ss=A&st_rid=4925594e-4926-4b10-90b9-fcb6d68fb372&utm_source=marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_term=engagement&utm_campaign=sfcn%20%7C%20membership%20program%20benefits
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/15/business/ski-resorts-low-snowfall-wildfires.html?unlocked_article_code=1.mU4.PrEX.E2l8WIhYwM-D&smid=url-share
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-12-18/the-feds-closed-mt-baldy-to-hiking-until-december-2025-rebellion-is-brewing
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/lifestyle/lifestyle-news/netflix-reed-hastings-ski-powder-mountain-1236085561/
https://www.sfgate.com/renotahoe/article/i-ski-mammoth-instead-of-tahoe-20001849.php
https://coloradosun.com/2025/01/03/utah-ski-patroller-strike/
https://www.alterramtn.co/social-responsibility


Douglas County Comprehensive Trails Plan

How one mountain biker is resurrecting the longest National Recreation Trail in Nevada

Biden-Harris Administration Proposes Protections for Ruby Mountains

Owens Lake Highlighted in United Nations Sand and Dust Storms Toolbox

California Updates

California’s e-bike voucher program flooded with almost 100,000 applications in just 45 minutes

The Life and Legacy of P-22 w/ Beth Pratt

California’s population is finally increasing — thanks to this demographic

How fighting affordable housing nearly bankrupted one of America’s richest towns

Can Democrats make progress on housing? Two Californians will be key

Insurers Are Deserting Homeowners as Climate Shocks Worsen

California may lose a popular carpool program — and the traffic impact could be huge for everyone

Biden to create two national monuments in California honoring tribes

California Wildfire Taskforce

Future-proofing the Outdoor Recreation Economy

Outdoor Recreation Roundtable Releases Annual State Rankings 

Biden-Harris Administration Launches New Program to Support Wood Processing Facilities and Help Reduce Wildfire Threats

California Gov. Newsom plans to deliver State of the State address before Trump's inauguration

California Tracking

Visit California

Boost Local Tourism Economies Through California Jobs First

Prop 4 Climate Bond

Yes on Prop 4

Prevent Wildfires. Provide Clean, Safe Drinking Water. Protect California.

Prop. 4 passes: Californians approve $10 billion for water, wildfire, climate projects

California voters green-light $10B climate bond

Background Information

Ballot Label

Title & Summary

Legislative Analysis

Argument in Favor

https://communityservices.douglascountynv.gov/parks/park_sites/river_access_parks/douglas_county_comprehensive_trails_plan
https://www.singletracks.com/mtb-trails/how-one-mountain-biker-is-resurrecting-the-longest-national-recreation-trail-in-nevada/#comments
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/3c9dd66
https://www.unccd.int/land-and-life/sand-and-dust-storms/toolbox/source-control-management/case-studies
https://earthtohumanspod.com/episodes/p-22
https://www.sfchronicle.com/california/article/population-growth-immigration-19994083.php?utm_content=img&sid=5ff3ebae7859f6480a0866c8&ss=A&st_rid=4925594e-4926-4b10-90b9-fcb6d68fb372&utm_source=marketing&utm_medium=copy-url-link&utm_term=headlines&utm_campaign=article-share&hash=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2ZjaHJvbmljbGUuY29tL2NhbGlmb3JuaWEvYXJ0aWNsZS9wb3B1bGF0aW9uLWdyb3d0aC1pbW1pZ3JhdGlvbi0xOTk5NDA4My5waHA%3D&time=MTczNTg3MzQ5NTEwMQ%3D%3D&rid=NDkyNTU5NGUtNDkyNi00YjEwLTkwYjktZmNiNmQ2OGZiMzcy&sharecount=Mg%3D%3D
https://www.latimes.com/homeless-housing/story/2024-12-20/how-fighting-affordable-housing-nearly-bankrupted-one-of-the-wealthiest-towns-in-america
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/joegarofoli/article/democrats-housing-lurie-newsom-19969854.php?utm_content=hed&sid=5ff3ebae7859f6480a0866c8&ss=A&st_rid=4925594e-4926-4b10-90b9-fcb6d68fb372&utm_source=marketing&utm_medium=copy-url-link&utm_term=headlines&utm_campaign=article-share&hash=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2ZjaHJvbmljbGUuY29tL3BvbGl0aWNzL2pvZWdhcm9mb2xpL2FydGljbGUvZGVtb2NyYXRzLWhvdXNpbmctbHVyaWUtbmV3c29tLTE5OTY5ODU0LnBocA%3D%3D&time=MTczNTg3MjU3OTA4NA%3D%3D&rid=NDkyNTU5NGUtNDkyNi00YjEwLTkwYjktZmNiNmQ2OGZiMzcy&sharecount=Mg%3D%3D
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/12/18/climate/insurance-non-renewal-climate-crisis.html?unlocked_article_code=1.m04.-gYk.XdHur3Avst9q&smid=url-share
https://www.sfchronicle.com/california/article/carpool-clean-air-vehicle-decals-19973886.php?utm_content=hed&sid=5ff3ebae7859f6480a0866c8&ss=A&st_rid=4925594e-4926-4b10-90b9-fcb6d68fb372&utm_source=marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_term=engagement&utm_campaign=sfcn%20%7C%20membership%20program%20benefits
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-solutions/2025/01/02/chuckwalla-stttla-national-monument-california/
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/
https://headwaterseconomics.org/outdoor-recreation/future-proofing-the-outdoor-recreation-economy/
https://recreationroundtable.org/news/outdoor-recreation-roundtable-releases-annual-state-rankings-based-on-1-2-trillion-economic-impact-report/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDARD/bulletins/3c8e63a
https://www.kcra.com/article/gavin-newsom-state-of-the-state-address-before-trump-inauguration/63317579
https://industry.visitcalifornia.com/more/newsroom/california-jobs-first
https://yesonprop4ca.com/?gad_source=1
https://calmatters.org/politics/elections/2024/11/california-election-news-proposition-4-environment/
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2024/11/california-voters-greenlight-10b-climate-bond-00187582
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/statewide-elections/public-display/prop-4-ballot-label.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/statewide-elections/public-display/prop-4-title-summary.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/statewide-elections/public-display/prop-4-leg-analysis.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/statewide-elections/public-display/prop-4-arg-in-favor.pdf


Rebuttal to Argument in Favor

Argument Against

Rebuttal to Argument Against

Text of Proposed Law

Summary Information

California Wildfire Taskforce

Home Page

Joint Strategy for Sustainable Outdoor Recreation and Wildfire Resilience

California’s Joint Strategy for Sustainable Outdoor Recreation & Wildfire Resilience

Regional Forester’s Honor Award for Partnership of the Year from the U.S. Forest Service

CALREC Vision: Cross-Jurisdictional Collaboration to Advance Sustainable Outdoor Recreation in California

Fire Lines

Can bikes, trails and ancient traditions be the path to a better future?

Fifth Climate Assessment

California’s Fifth Climate Change Assessment, research priorities, and tools.

California’s Fifth Climate Change Assessment’s Regional Synthesis Reports

CA 5th Climate Change Assessment Sierra Nevada Regional Report Kick Off

Sierra Nevada Regional Report Chapter Outline Feedback

Mailing list for future events and updates

Federal Updates

A second Trump presidency could create big shifts in Colorado’s outdoor recreation economy

A day without Mexicans in Mammoth? Locals mull how to get a message to Trump

The Worst Idea Ever?: Making the Chief of the Forest Service a Political Appointee

Environmentalists sue to block Utah’s ‘Stand for Our Land’ challenge

Local Arts and Culture

USDA to Host Jan. 8 Webinar on Resources to Improve Rural Economies and Enhance Local Arts and Community Centers

Upcoming USDOT Funding Resources and Opportunities

USDOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard 

Calendar of open and upcoming grant opportunities! 

EDA Reauthorization

Outdoor Recreation Roundtable Applauds Final Passage of Economic Development Reauthorization Act with New Emphasis on Outdoor Recreation

https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/statewide-elections/public-display/prop-4-rebut-arg-in-favor.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/statewide-elections/public-display/prop-4-arg-against.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/statewide-elections/public-display/prop-4-rebut-arg-against.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/statewide-elections/public-display/prop-4-text.pdf
https://elections.cdn.sos.ca.gov/statewide-elections/public-display/prop-4.pdf
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/about/action-areas/sustainable-accessible-recreation/
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/025_39_Partnership_of_the_Year_Press_Release_221214_FINAL.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/025_34_CalRecVision_Final_2021_WEB.pdf
https://www.patagonia.com/stories/fire-lines/video-153372.html
https://lci.ca.gov/climate/icarp/climate-assessment/
https://lci.ca.gov/climate/icarp/climate-assessment/regional-synthesis.html
https://youtu.be/_nxHp_AOF3E?si=wl5ClidXOs-Ixyf3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeU4ZGR7HFQ6xRR-PPr61-aTm6em3jK1ad-ApDT0Zx469kVFQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqXcu7jIyhQJKeGZi9D_yQBI5pqI1T51jvTj3wKDkpIiSyUw/viewform
https://coloradosun.com/2024/11/16/outdoors-industry-colorado-donald-trump-presidency/?utm_campaign=What+Trump%E2%80%99s+second+term+could+look+like+in+Colorado_20241118&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_source=The+Colorado+Sun+Newsletters
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-12-10/a-day-without-mexicans-in-mammoth-locals-mull-a-message-to-trump
https://forestpolicypub.com/2024/12/09/the-worst-idea-ever-making-the-chief-of-the-forest-service-a-political-appointee/
https://utahnewsdispatch.com/2024/12/18/environmentalists-sue-to-block-utahs-stand-for-our-land-challenge/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDARD/bulletins/3ca838e
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/dashboard
/Volumes/MLTPA DB/MLTS Dropbox/Team Folder FY 2425/601_01_SJF_SC_TASK 1/Task 1.4 - ESSRP, Working Group, Sierra Works/07_Hot Links/Current Master/Key Notices of Funding Opportunity
https://recreationroundtable.org/news/outdoor-recreation-roundtable-applauds-final-passage-of-economic-development-reauthorization-act-with-new-emphasis-on-outdoor-recreation/


2024 EDA Reauthorization

U.S. Congress Re-Authorizes the Economic Development Administration

Linkedin - ORR

U.S. Economic Development Administration Reauthorized by Congress for First Time in 20 Years

S.3891 - Economic Development Reauthorization Act of 2024

The White House Press Room

Explore Act

Explore Act Passes And Will Become Law!

Congress passes bill to increase outdoor recreation opportunities

The EXPLORE Act: A Turning Point for Outdoor Recreation on Public Lands

H.R.6492 - EXPLORE Act

The White House Press Room

Federal Tracking

USFS Staffing

‘Public is going to be so impacted’: California’s national forests face huge staffing cuts 

The Forest Service is Losing 2,400 Jobs—Including Most of its Trail Workers

Federal Funding for California

Trump vows to pull back climate law’s unspent dollars

Sierra Jobs First

What’s New With CA Jobs First 

Catalyst RFP Closed- Nearly 50 Projects Submitted! 

Sierra Jobs First Web Page

Regional Strategic Plan

Industry Sector Coordinators

Catalyst Projects

Upcoming Events & Milestones

California Jobs First: State Council

California Jobs First: State Launches First-of-its-Kind Council to Create Thousands of More Jobs Across All Regions

Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation:  Regional Projects  

Eastern Sierra Council of Governments

Sustainable Recreation and Ecosystem Management Program

https://www.brumidigroup.com/post/2024-eda-reauthorization
https://sgbonline.com/u-s-congress-re-authorizes-the-economic-development-administration/#:~:text=For%20the%20first%20time%2C%20the%20just%2Dpassed%20reauthorization,infrastructure%20grants%20through%20the%20Public%20Works%20Program.&text=The%20EDA%20will%20help%20the%20outdoor%20industry,rural%20communities%20that%20depend%20on%20outdoor%20tourism.
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/outdoor-recreation-roundtable_huge-win-for-outdoor-recreation-in-activity-7280576791256150016--YiS/
https://www.eda.gov/news/press-release/2024/12/19/us-economic-development-administration-reauthorized-congress-first#:~:text=%E2%80%9CReauthorization%20will%20allow%20EDA%20to,innovation,%20and%20recover%20from%20disasters.
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3891
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/legislation/2025/01/04/press-release-bills-signed-h-r-670-h-r-1318-h-r-2997-h-r-3391-h-r-5103-h-r-5443-h-r-5887-h-r-6062-h-r-6395-h-r-6492-h-r-6852-h-r-7158-h-r-7180-h-r-7365-h-r-7385-h-r-74/
https://www.outdooralliance.org/blog/2024/12/19/explore-act-passes-and-will-become-law
https://www.cpr.org/2024/12/19/congress-passes-outdoor-recreation-explore-act/
https://extension.usu.edu/iort/news/the_explore_act
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6492/text?s=3&r=2&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22EXPLORE%22%7D
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/legislation/2025/01/04/press-release-bills-signed-h-r-670-h-r-1318-h-r-2997-h-r-3391-h-r-5103-h-r-5443-h-r-5887-h-r-6062-h-r-6395-h-r-6492-h-r-6852-h-r-7158-h-r-7180-h-r-7365-h-r-7385-h-r-74/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/california/article/forest-service-layoffs-19937382.php?utm_source=marketing&utm_medium=copy-url-link&utm_campaign=article-share&hash=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2ZjaHJvbmljbGUuY29tL2NhbGlmb3JuaWEvYXJ0aWNsZS9mb3Jlc3Qtc2VydmljZS1sYXlvZmZzLTE5OTM3MzgyLnBocA%3D%3D&time=MTczMzQ5MzMwNDU0Nw%3D%3D&rid=NDkyNTU5NGUtNDkyNi00YjEwLTkwYjktZmNiNmQ2OGZiMzcy&sharecount=Mg%3D%3D
https://www.backpacker.com/news-and-events/news/us-forest-service-job-eliminations-trail-workers/
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/09/05/trump-inflation-reduction-act-00177493
https://mailchi.mp/sierrabusiness.org/2022_4-13878971?e=cd9ad68fc7
https://sierrajobsfirst.org/
https://sierrajobsfirst.org/strategic-plan/
https://sierrajobsfirst.org/industry-sector-coordinators/
https://sierrajobsfirst.org/project-process/
https://sierrajobsfirst.org/calendar/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2024/03/08/california-jobs-first-state-launches-first-of-its-kind-council-to-create-thousands-of-more-jobs-across-all-regions/
https://escog.ca.gov/sremp


The Eastern Sierra Council of Governments Website

ESCOG Meetings

Towns to Trails

ESCOG: Towns to Trails Web Page

Towns to Trails Website

Eastern Sierra Pace And Scale Accelerator

Eastern Sierra Pace And Scale Accelerator

Whitebark Institute

Whitebark Institute

USFS: Eastern Sierra Climate and Communities Resilience Project

MLTPA

Eastern Sierra Campground Improvement Project

Innovative Finance for National Forests Program

SRTI: Eastern Sierra Campground Improvements

JMT Wilderness Conservancy

Triad/Holmes Associates

John Northmore Roberts & Associates

Visitor Connection Package

Connection to the Eastern Sierra Visitor Audience

Recreate Responsibly California

Recreate Responsibly California

Sign up for Recreate Responsibly CA

Recreation Resources

Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account, U.S. and States, 2022 

OOR: June 4 Report Release on the Future of Outdoor Recreation Funding

Headwaters Economics

Community Planning Assistance for Wildfire (CPAW)

Outdoor Recreation

The Outdoor Recreation Economy by State

Nearly 200 studies show economic & health benefits of trails

Tourism Resources

https://escog.ca.gov/
https://escog.ca.gov/meetings-current
https://escog.ca.gov/towntotrails-plan
https://www.townstotrails.org/
https://escog.ca.gov/eastern-sierra-pace-and-scale-accelerator
https://www.whitebarkinstitute.org/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61827
https://mltpa.org/our-work/innovative-finance-for-national-forests-2020
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/705_03_SRTI_FinalProjectsPortfo_ProjectTearSheets_CAMPG_201022.pdf
https://jmtwilderness.org/
https://www.thainc.com/
https://johnnorthmoreroberts.com/
https://mltpa.org/our-work/sustainable-recreation-and-tourism-initiative/visitor-audience
https://info.mltpa.org/recreate-responsibly-ca-august-meeting-recap?ecid=ACsprvscUv1Mxi5jcYps4X1NfM1JCsYFNUaFwyY2s7Gl18koRDFemiGN8SnW4HXD0fjg-eGexKnk
https://mltpa.org/our-work/recreate-responsibly-ca
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOCBEA/bulletins/37b9594
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vlB-P0syRnCQxc8TJUujZw#/registration
https://headwaterseconomics.org/
https://cpaw.headwaterseconomics.org/?_gl=1*1b2c97f*_ga*MTYyMDQzMzExMy4xNzE3MTY3MzE4*_ga_4GZ7QHJZ4N*MTcxNzM1NDU2Mi4zLjEuMTcxNzM1NTM5OC4wLjAuMA..
https://headwaterseconomics.org/outdoor-recreation/
https://headwaterseconomics.org/economic-development/trends-performance/outdoor-recreation-economy-by-state/
https://headwaterseconomics.org/outdoor-recreation/trails-research/?utm_source=Headwaters+Economics+Newsletter&utm_campaign=77a77924d9-february24_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ef093e0945-77a77924d9-162436256


Tourism Valuations

Visit California: Economic Impact of Travel in California 2014-2023 + Maps

Tourism Policy

Visit California

California Is The Ultimate Playground

Regional Strategic Tourism Plans

Visit California Regions

CA Jobs First Regions - Highlights & Insights I Where We Are Today - April 2024

Geography

Visit California High Sierra

The Eastern Sierra - About Our Region

https://industry.visitcalifornia.com/research/economic-impact
https://industry.visitcalifornia.com/
https://www.visitcalifornia.com/ultimate-playground/
https://industry.visitcalifornia.com/partner-opportunities/programs/regional-planning
https://www.visitcalifornia.com/regions/
https://sierrajobsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Sierra-Jobs-First-Where-we-are-Today-Highlights-Booklet_4.17-.pdf
https://cahighsierra.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/HIGH-SIERRA-outlines-scaled.jpg
https://sierrajobsfirst.org/our-region/#:~:text=The%20Eastern%20Sierra,%2C%20and%20Go%2DBiz).



