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Public lands in the United States hold the creation stories, burial grounds, and ceremonies
of Indigenous people who were killed or forcibly removed from their ancestral homes

during territorial acquisition.

Many tribes, comprised of different bands, live in the Eastern Sierra region, caring for their
native lands as they coexist with the ongoing impacts of colonization. Past or present tribes
and bands associated with the region that this effort is aware of include, but are not limited
to, the Miwok, Mono Lake Kutzadika’a, Mono/Monache, Nüümü (Paiute), Newe (Shoshone),

Timbi-Sha, Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute, and Washoe.

Two Nüümü terms describe the region and provide important context to ideas offered in
this presentation. The first is Pamidu Toiyabe (Western Mountains), and the other, more

widely known, place name is Payahuunadü (The Place Where Water Flows).

This acknowledgement is an invitation to all organizations, residents, and visitors to recognize 
the way this history has shaped the present as all parties work together in anticipation of a better 

future.



“A public/public partnership between tribal, local, 
state, and federal government agencies and a 

regional voice for sustainable outdoor recreation 
in California.” 

What is the ESSRP











Regional Updates: Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Projects 



ESCOG: Sustainable Recreation + Ecosystem Management Program

• Towns to Trails

• Tim Bevins - Alta Planning

• Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative

• Jen Roeser - Inyo County 4th District Supervisor  

• Eastern Sierra Climate and Communities Resilience Project

• Laura Beardsley - Whitebark Institute, Executive Director

• ESCOG Meetings

• Next Meeting: Wednesday, February 28 in Mammoth Lakes
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ESSRP February 2024 Update



MAPBOOKS

• Alignments are not 
mutually exclusive

• Each crossing of alignments 
is a potential opportunity 



DETAILED EXPLORATION

• Determining route initially 
for non-motorized users

• Navigating landscape and 
finding combination of parts 
identified from various 
analysis methods and 
comments



ESSRP February 2024 Update



In Person Stakeholder Meetings

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative



Spectrum of Alternatives

Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative
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 ESCCRP NEPA Public comment 
period on the DRAFT EA is closed.

 Whitebark is working with INF to 
respond to comments and make 
preparations to finalize the EA.  We 
are on track for a USFS decision 
anticipated this fall, which aligns with 
our planned schedule. 
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 Whitebark has also worked with the 
INF to submit proposals to help fund 
priority acres of the ESCCRP pending 
this timely decision via two large 
funding opportunities and expand 
our environmental planning efforts 
North into the Mono Basin.  

 CAL FIRE Forest Health Grant $7M 
(approx.) - 2212 acres

 NWFW CA Forest and Watersheds 
$5M ESCCRP Priority Acres; $2M 
West Mono Basin - 1750 acres
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 This is a snapshot of forest densities 
of the ESCCRP and western Mono 
Basin, which is being proposed as a 
northern extension of the ESCCRP, 
the “Resilient Mono Basin”

 The areas in red depict where forest 
densities are so high we can expect 
imminent mortality in stands at very 
high levels (think Inyo craters at a 
bigger scale) if no action is taken.

 Areas in Orange are on the “watch 
list” and will likely succumb to 
mortality under climatic extremes.  



 Funding awards will be announced in 
Spring, grant competition will 
increase as State budgets shrink.

 Whitebark continues to work with 
ESCOG and other partners to 
develop sustainable funding solutions 
to fund this important work to 
safeguard our regional recreation 
economy and the vital natural capital 
on which millions of Californians 
depend.
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Pilot Infrastructure Program
 Site “Conceptual Renderings” 

funded by Innovative Finance for 
National Forest Program

 Project Contractors identified / 
prevailing wages issues addressed

 USFS Challenge Cost Share 
Agreement drafted

 Leveraging multiple capacities
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Visitor Audience Connection
 MLTPA + Whitebark Staff drafting 

Scope of Services based on:

 Summary of CALFIRE “Visitor 
Education and Outreach 
Addendum”

 Opportunities with “Camp Like A 
Pro”

 Needs of “Visitor Connection 
Program”
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Dr. Safeeq Khan, UC Merced
Cooperative Extension Specialist
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CA Jobs First / CERF

 Regional Summary – Part 1

 “The seven-county Eastern 
Sierra California Jobs First 
region is a predominantly rural 
and sparsely populated area of 
California with significant 
historical power disparities and 
an abundance of natural 
resources that serve the greater 
populace of the state.”
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CA Jobs First / CERF

 Regional Summary – Part 2

 “Part 2 is due to the state’s Inter-
Agency Partners on August 30, 
2024. It will be composed of 
strategies supported by the data 
in Part 1 that are aligned with 
state goals and increase an 
equitable and just regional 
economy.”
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“Outdoor recreation has a well-understood role in economic 
development, improved public health for all, and connected 
communities. Rural towns and regions across the United States 
have recognized outdoor recreation’s role in economic 
diversification and resilience and are seeking to invest in outdoor 
amenity development that benefits locals and visitors alike. 



Federal & National Updates: Regions 

“However, many of these communities may not know where to 
start, need further technical assistance, or require catalytic funding 
to get their plans off the ground.



Federal & National Updates: Regions 

“ORR helps rural communities build sustainable and thriving 
recreation economies through its Rural Economic Development 
Toolkit, Implementation Grants, and other partnerships with rural 
practitioners around the country. ORR also helped designate 
millions of new funding from the Economic Development 
Administration to go towards recreation infrastructure and support 
economies around the United States.”
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Interactive Highlights



Hot Links February 5, 2024 - Regional Recreation Focused
• Rural Outdoor Investment Act (ROI)
• Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account, U.S. and States, 2022
• Recreation Economy for Rural Communities
• OLD FORT’S BLACK COMMUNITY IS CREATING OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL AREAS TO 

REJUVENATE THEIR HOME
• Beckley Outdoors
• National Summit for Gateway Communities” December 11-13, 2018

• Utah - Springdale
• Zion Forever

• Tourist Destination and Stewardship
• Pennsylvania - Eastern

• Delaware & Lehigh Heritage Corridor
• A Legacy of Inspiring Connections
• Building an Entrepreneurial System in Rural PA

• Minnesota - Duluth
• Starry Skies Lake Superior

• Light Pollution and Public Health
• New Mexico - Las Cruces

• Organ Mountain Desert Peaks
• The Public Relations for Public Spaces
• Beck's Coffee

https://www.bennet.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/5/b/5bdfe7c4-a09d-413b-a7f3-69a6408eddda/C2B77B65E7BF70F0B375E8E0051F43A3.rural-outdoor-investment-act.pdf
https://www.bennet.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/5/b/5bdfe7c4-a09d-413b-a7f3-69a6408eddda/C2B77B65E7BF70F0B375E8E0051F43A3.rural-outdoor-investment-act.pdf
https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/outdoor-recreation
https://www.bea.gov/data/special-topics/outdoor-recreation
https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/recreation-economy-rural-communities
https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/recreation-economy-rural-communities
https://wncmagazine.com/feature/developing_within
https://wncmagazine.com/feature/developing_within
https://wncmagazine.com/feature/developing_within
https://beckleyoutdoors.com/
https://beckleyoutdoors.com/
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_sB_Preiss_ZionForeverProject_Session_B_Case_Studies.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_sB_Preiss_ZionForeverProject_Session_B_Case_Studies.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_sC_Garofalo.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_sC_Garofalo.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_sA_Peters_PA-Wilds.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_sA_Peters_PA-Wilds.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_SE_GatewaySummit_Lapp_sm.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_SE_GatewaySummit_Lapp_sm.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_sA_Hamblen.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_sA_Hamblen.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_Becks-coffee-STANDARD.pdf
https://mltpa.org/images/downloads/702_01_Becks-coffee-STANDARD.pdf


CA Jobs First / CERF

 On behalf of the ESSRP, MLTPA is in 
discussions with Sierra Business 
Council to provide outreach, 
convening, and facilitation capacity 
to support the CA Jobs First / CERF 
“Regional Strategy PLAN” for the 
Eastern Sierra Region

 Efforts will be focused in the 
prioritized “Sustainable Recreation 
and Tourism” sector

Regional Updates: Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Projects 



 Alpine County
 BLM
 CALTRANS
 City of Bishop
 ESCOG
 HT National Forest, USFS
 Inyo County
 Inyo National Forest, USFS
 Mono County
 National Park Service
 Town of Mammoth Lakes    

Partner Updates – In Alphabetical Order 
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March 1and then March 8

Federal & National Updates



Thank You - ! 
Next Regular ESSRP Partner Meeting

Monday March 4, 2024 @ 3:30 PM 

Next Meeting - First Monday of the Month @ 3:30


