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Public lands in the United States hold the creation stories, burial grounds, and ceremonies
of Indigenous people who were killed or forcibly removed from their ancestral homes

during territorial acquisition.

Many tribes, comprised of different bands, live in the Eastern Sierra region, caring for their
native lands as they coexist with the ongoing impacts of colonization. Past or present tribes
and bands associated with the region that this effort is aware of include, but are not limited
to, the Miwok, Mono Lake Kutzadika’a, Mono/Monache, Nüümü (Paiute), Newe (Shoshone),

Timbi-Sha, Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute, and Washoe.

Two Nüümü terms describe the region and provide important context to ideas offered in
this presentation. The first is Pamidu Toiyabe (Western Mountains), and the other, more

widely known, place name is Payahuunadü (The Place Where Water Flows).

This acknowledgement is an invitation to all organizations, residents, and visitors to 
recognize

the way this history has shaped the present as all parties work together in anticipation of a
better future.



Sustainable Recreation Partnership

“A public/public partnership between tribal, 
local, state, and federal government agencies 
and a regional voice for sustainable outdoor 

recreation in California.” 

What is the ESSRP



Introductions / Farewells 

Inyo National Forest 

• Introducing Taro Pusina

• Mount Whitney District Ranger

• White Mountain District Ranger 
(Acting)



Introductions / Farewells 

UC Cooperative Extension

• Introducing Aaron Wilcher

• Eastern Sierra Region



Introductions / Farewells 

MLTPA

• Introducing Chelsea Taylor

• Project Specialist



Hot Links – January 8, 2024
Welcome + Housekeeping

• What is the ESSRP
• Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership (ESSRP)
• Review the critical documents of the Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership

• Introductions / Farewells
• Taro Pusina

• Mount Whitney District Ranger, Inyo National Forest
• White Mountain District Ranger (Acting), Inyo National Forest

• Aaron Wilcher - UC Cooperative Extension, Eastern Sierra Region
• Chelsea Taylor - MLTPA Project Specialist

Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation: Overviews + Looking Forward to 2024
• Regional: Overview + Opportunities

• Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership
• Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership (ESSRP)
• Review the critical documents of the Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation Partnership

• Buttermilk Infrastructure & Recreation Planning Initiative
• ESCOG: Final Draft Document - December 2023

• Towns to Trails
• ESCOG: Web Page
• Towns to Trails Website

• Innovative Finance for National Forests Program
• Inyo National Forest Campgrounds

https://www.essrp.org/
https://mltpa.org/essrp/eastern-sierra-sustainable-recreation-partnership
http://Taro.Pusina@usda.gov
http://Taro.Pusina@usda.gov
http://Taro.Pusina@usda.gov
http://awilcher@ucanr.edu
http://chelseataylor@mltpa.org
https://www.essrp.org/
https://mltpa.org/essrp/eastern-sierra-sustainable-recreation-partnership
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/639aa71dc1095f4a51483587/t/6594ab3ebcc24b355fadcd84/1704242021567/231222_BIRPI_FinalDraft_low+res.pdf
https://escog.ca.gov/towntotrails-plan
https://www.townstotrails.org/
https://mltpa.org/our-work/innovative-finance-for-national-forests-2020


Eastern Sierra Sustainable Recreation
 Overviews + Looking Forward to 2024 
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STUDY AREA

• Counties
• Inyo
• Mono
• Alpine

• Primary Land Managers
• BLM
• LADWP
• USFS



LEAST COST 
ALIGNMENTS
Study Area
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Regional: Overview + Opportunities 



Local 
Government
4 local political 
subdivisions

Eastern 
Sierra 

Sustainable 
Recreation 
Partnership 

(ESSRP)

Eastern Sierra 
Council of 

Governments 
(ESCOG)

Federal
Funding

Private 
Sector

Investment

State
Funding

Regional 
Asset

Local 
Collaboration

Intentional 
Development

Public & Private 
Investment

Tribal Engagement

Private Sector and Advocacy Engagement

American Rescue Plan + American Jobs Plan 

State of California Policy + Funding 
CALREC Vision

Building Jobs 
and Local 

Wealth 

Regional: Overview + Opportunities 
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Regional + State of California: Overview + Opportunities 
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Regional + State of California: Overview + Opportunities 

Evaluates the impacts of climate 
change hazards on recreation 
and tourism.

• What are the risks to the region?
• Who and what is most 

vulnerable?
• What are the impacts to the 

regional economy?
• Looks at risks by separate 

management units.
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Regional + Federal Government: Overview + Opportunities

January 19 and then February 2nd



Regional + Federal Government: Overview + Opportunities



Heading up Tumanguya / Mount Whitney

One Step at a Time

 Sustainable Recreation + Tourism Updates for 2024

 Updates from Tribes

 Infrastructure Projects Updates

 Programming Project Updates

 Tourism Updates

 Featured / Invited Speakers

 Other Possibilities / Opportunities - ?    



 Town of Mammoth Lakes
 National Park Service
 Mono County
 Inyo National Forest, USFS
 Inyo County
 HT National Forest, USFS
 ESCOG
 City of Bishop
 CALTRANS
 BLM
 Alpine County    

Partner Updates – In REVERSE Alphabetical Order 



Thank You - ! 
Next Regular ESSRP Partner Meeting

Monday February 5, 2024 @ 3:30 PM 

Next Meeting - First Monday of the Month @ 3:30


