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Required  plan  components.  Every	
  plan	
  must	
  include	
  the	
  following	
  components:	
  

  

(i)  Desired  conditions.  A	
  desired	
  condition	
  is	
  a	
  description	
  of	
  specific	
  social,	
  
economic,	
  and/or	
  ecological	
  characteristics	
  of	
  the	
  plan	
  area,	
  or	
  a	
  portion	
  of	
  
the	
  plan	
  area,	
  toward	
  which	
  management	
  of	
  the	
  land	
  and	
  resources	
  should	
  
be	
  directed.	
  Desired	
  conditions	
  must	
  be	
  described	
  in	
  terms	
  that	
  are	
  specific	
  
enough	
  to	
  allow	
  progress	
  toward	
  their	
  achievement	
  to	
  be	
  determined,	
  but	
  
do	
  not	
  include	
  completion	
  dates.	
  

	
  

(ii)  Objectives.  An	
  objective	
  is	
  a	
  concise,	
  measurable,	
  and	
  time-­‐specific	
  
statement	
  of	
  a	
  desired	
  rate	
  of	
  progress	
  toward	
  a	
  desired	
  condition	
  or	
  
conditions.	
  Objectives	
  should	
  be	
  based	
  on	
  reasonably	
  foreseeable	
  budgets.	
  

	
  

(iii)  Standards.  A	
  standard	
  is	
  a	
  mandatory	
  constraint	
  on	
  project	
  and	
  activity	
  
decision-­‐making,	
  established	
  to	
  help	
  achieve	
  or	
  maintain	
  the	
  desired	
  
condition	
  or	
  conditions,	
  to	
  avoid	
  or	
  mitigate	
  undesirable	
  effects,	
  or	
  to	
  meet	
  
applicable	
  legal	
  requirements.	
  

	
  

(iv)  Guidelines.  A	
  guideline	
  is	
  a	
  constraint	
  on	
  project	
  and	
  activity	
  decision-­‐
making	
  that	
  allows	
  for	
  departure	
  from	
  its	
  terms,	
  so	
  long	
  as	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  
the	
  guideline	
  is	
  met.	
  (§	
  219.15(d)(3)).	
  Guidelines	
  are	
  established	
  to	
  help	
  
achieve	
  or	
  maintain	
  a	
  desired	
  condition	
  or	
  conditions,	
  to	
  avoid	
  or	
  mitigate	
  
undesirable	
  effects,	
  or	
  to	
  meet	
  applicable	
  legal	
  requirements.	
  


